THE TENTH ANNUAL REPORT 
OWEN: “OF MHELIS 


FOR THE 


FISCAL YEAR ENDING JANUARY 331, 1895. 


MILFORD, MASS.: 


G. M. BILLINGS, PRINTER, GAZETTE OFFICE, 
1895. 
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November 6, 1894. 


Commonwealth of FHlassachusetts. 
Norfolk ss 
Vo Either of the Constables of Millis 


GREETING: In the name of the 
you are directed to notify the inha 


Commonwealth, of Massachusetts, 
itants of the town of s, qualified 
to vote in elections, to meet in Grange .on Tuesday, November 6, 
1894, at $ o'clock in the torenoon, to give in their votes for the following 
state and county officers, and questions, viz.:—  * 


Governor. 

Lieutenant-Governor, 

Secretary, 

‘Treasurer, 

Auditor, 

Attorney-General, 

Councillor for Second Di 

Senator for > 5 

Representative to the General Court for Ninth Norfolk District, 

County Commissioner for Norfolk 

County Treasurer for Norfolk County, 

Register of Deeds for Norfolk County, 

Representative in United States Congress for Eleventh Massachusetts 
District, 
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So after organization the board of selectmen rode over 
every piece of highway in the town of Millis to see where 
work was needed most. The roads are in fair condition, and 
we think the same amount as appropriated last year will keep 
them so. 

We found Lavender street in a very bad condition, and had 
to fix some of the worst places, besides filling in the east end 
near the shoe factory. Since then, on looking up the fact 
and records, we are very doubtful if this street is a legal town 
highway, the laying out not being in compliance with the 
statutes. 

Daniels street and a part of Irving street, for which special 
appropriations were made, were put in good condition within 
the amounts of appropriation. 

The financial part of the town’s business has not run as 
smoothly as could be wished, owing to the failure of so many 
to pay their taxes on time, thereby obliging the renewing of 
temporary loans which were made in anticipation of the taxes. 

The bridge near the mill in Rockville had to be new silled 
and planked, and the stone arch bridge on Middlesex strect, 
North district, had to be strengthened on the under side. 
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HE following report is respectfully presented for the 
vear ending Jan. 31, 1895:— 


RECEIPTS. 
Appropriated by the town 
Received from A. C, Andrews 
J. L. Burton case é ; 
Betsy Darling, bank account 
Town of Millbury 


———) 3113) 5 00 


EXPENDITURES, 


MRS. I. FOLLANSBEE, 


Paid Marron H. Curtis, board 1 month F , ‘ $10 00 


c, C, DARLING, 


Paid E. F, Richardson, burying remains 


BETSY DARLING. 


Paid Mrs. Elvira Bullard, for board. F 5 : $16 70 
E. EF. Richarcson, burial expense = : A 25 00 
Dr. Bell, medical attendance 3 t F : 3 00 


Amount carried forward, 


The board organized Ma 
chief, and O. A. Clar 
gines and apparatus 
nies are well drilled and very 
of fire. 

We would r 
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List oF Bints Patp By Town TREASURER PER VOUCHERS. 


Rockville Engine Co. : 3 { . 
Rockville Engine House aes 
N. Stanley . . : B - 3 
E. L. Richardson : ; 

George C. Thrasher . a has sat € 


Niagara Engine Co. . 
Rockville Engine Co. 
Frank Knights . 

Wm. Mitchell 

Martin’s express 

Wm. Frink 

O. T. Dean = 6 
Boston Woven Hose Co. 
J. C. & H. H. Thorne 


Amount carried forward. 
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Sy 


ols . 


Roads and brid 


EES 


GENERAL STATEMENT 
Town grant 
State t 
County tax 


DEDUCTION FROM AMOUNT Yo BE R AISED BY Taxation 


Bank and corp 


‘ation tax 


rest collected 
Ly imount par r sure 


penses 


sill 


enforcement of rigid economy in every direction so as not to 
exceed the appropriation or lessen the number of weeks in 
the school year, partly for the above reason, and partly be- 
cause the scholars decreased in numbers during the last 
spring term, the primary school taught by Miss Cora Dan- 
iels in the lower ante-room of Adams school was discontinued 
in May, her scholars were divided, the third grade given to 
Miss Fox, and the second grade to Miss Newhouse. 


TEACHERS. 


The school teachers are the same as were employed a year 
ago, with the exception of the teacher of the grammar school. 
Mr. Blanchard resigned at the close of the spring term, and 
D. Henry Whipple of Peabody, a graduate of the Bri 
ter Normal School, and a teacher of considerable exper 
was engaged in his place. It is needless to say to those at 
acquainted with the work of the grammar school 
very fortunate in securing a most excellent teacher, one who 
has the confidence of both parent and pupil, and who is doing 
much to keep the school to the front. The other teachers are 
continuing the same successful work as has marked their 
efforts in the past. It has been necessary to increase some 
of the teachers’ salaries slightly, in order to retain their ser- 
vices. Good schools cannot be had without good teachers, 
and it is the policy of your committee to keep a good teacher 
as long as possible, if within the means of the town. 


Conprtiox or Schoor Buitpines. ~ 

The Adams school building needs a coat of paint on the 
outside; the Ellice school stands in need of the same, and the 
roof of the latter should be shin , otherwise the buildings are 
in a thoroughly neat and fair condition, and will, we believe, 
answer for some time before necessary to make any extensive 
improvements. The above repairs should receive immediate 
attention, and the committee recommend a special appropria- 
tion for the purpose. 
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SUPERINTENDENT'S REPORT. 


To the School Commitice of Millis. 
GENTLEMEN :— 
TAKE pleasure in submitting to you my fourth annual 
report. In the nature of things this can be but par- 
tial and fragmentary; the impartial and complete report is to 
be found in the lives of the graduates from our schools. Of 
this record we have reason to be proud. 

The year just ended has, on the whole, been marked by 
satisfactory, successful work. The attendance, especially in 
the latter part of the year, has shown marked improvement, 
discipline has been excellent, and the requirements of the 
course of study have been more closely observed than hereto- 
fore. 

There is no danger of commending too warmly the highly 
satisfactory spirit of work which seems to characterize the 
pupils as a body. Itis pleasant for both superintendent and 
teachers to feel that their efforts meet with real appreciation 
and a willing response from those under their charge. 

But littie change has been made during the year in the course 
of study or methods of teaching. Wherever changes have 
been made the aim has been rather to strengthen and develop 
the reasoning faculties than to furnish disconnected, unre- 
lated facts to be memorized. It has also been attempted to 
give the entire work a practical, business-like character,—a 
quality it often lacks. 


VERTICAL WRITING. 
In this connection it is interesting to review our experi- 
ence in introducing vertical writing. 
Writing, like printing, is simply a mechanical means for the 
communication of thought. It is not, writiny-masters to the 
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ness, were secured recently for purposes of comparison ancl 
instruction. Of the fifty-four specimens thus obtained but 
one reached what we have been taught to believe the stand- 
ard slant, 52 degrees; over forty per cent were absolutely ver- 
tical, while the others varied from fifteen to thirty degrees 
only from the upright These specimens show conclusively 
that the greatest speed, legibility, and naturalness of move- 
ment culminate, either in a vertical handwriting, or in a slant 
approximating the vertical. 

Accepting the hint thus offered, the vertical system of 
writing was adopted, experimentally, in our schools at the be- 
ginning of the fall term, An experience of five months is too 
brief, perhaps, to justify us in pronouncing the new system 
superior in every respect to the old; but certain advantages 
which it possesses are, I thin! 

First. About one-third le 
vertical than in slantin 
space is saved by its use. 

Second. It is severely plain and simple in the forms of its 
letters; hence it excels in legibility. 

Third. It requires a natural position, i. e. squarely facing 
the desk. This elimi tendency to lateral distortion 
of the spine, and permanent elevation of the right shoulder, 
inseparable from the old “side position.” It is also the natur- 
al and rational method of writing wl deers or other bulky 
volumes are to be used. 

Fourth. Its adoption of the “muscular movement,” com- 
bined with the holding of the pen between the first and sec- 
ond fingers instead of between the first finger and thumb, 
renders its user much less subject to fatigue and writer's 
cramp. 

Fifth. Since the book, lines, and letters all face the writer | 
directly, the image formed upon one retina is precisely simi- 
lar to that upon the other, and neither eye is unduly strained. 

The last-named advantage is, of course, enjoyed by the 
reader as well as the writer, and would, alone, from its ten- 
dency to prevent diseases of the eye, seem to afford ample 
«rounds for preferring vertical to slanting writing. 
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VISITORS. 
Despite the standing invitation of all our teachers to the 
townspvople to visit our schools, the special invitation ex- 
tended by the superintendent in the last report, and the sin- 
cere, if sometimes unspoken desire of the children to have 
“father and mother visit our school,” we have not been fa- 
vored with the number of callers we could have wished to see, 
hor, indeed, with the number we might justly have expected. 
I trust, in this connection, a brief extract from a series of 
resolutions recently passed by one of the New England State 
Granges will be pardoned:— 

“The public school has been the pride of New England for 
many generations. If it is to continue its great work, the 
best citizens of every community must gi i 
time, effort, and influence to making it e 
should do, and worthy of Ever 
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nation depends mainly upon the 
training afforded by our primary 
elevate the standard of these schc 
lectual and moral horizon of their p 
citizenship upon a bigher plane, and to en: | 
of the American Republic. The state compels us to give our 
children an education in the public sch ols. Our own good 
sense should compel us to see to it that this education is both 
broad and thorough. 

If your knowledge of our schools and the work they are do- 
ing is derived from common rumor, or is limited to a perusal 
of this report, you know but little of their value. Acquaint 
yourself with it by personal inspection of the different rooms. 
Begin with the lowest primary and ascend to the highest 
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RUSTEES 


HE trustees are happy to report the Millis pablic library 

in good condition. The books have been well treated by 
the public, and well eared for by the librarian. The library 
now numbers two thousand, two hundred and cighty 
volumes. Two hundred and ninety-three volumes have been 
added during the year, divided roughly as ees Fiction, 
110; magazines, 38; history, 24; biography, 20, travel, 16; reli- 
gion and sociology, 15; poetry, drama, Bly music, 16; nature, 
16; essays and addresses, 8: miscellaneous, 3 Between forty 
and fifty of these are designed especially ey eee and girls. 
One hundred and nineteen of the above were a gift from the 
state, in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 255 of the 
Acts of 1892. 

The library has outgrown its present shelfroom, and two 
laige cases, with capacity for about one thousand volumes, 
dre now in process of construction. Thus at a small expense 
the library will be provided with shelfroom sufficient for a 
humber of years. 

The trustees regret that the public were deprived of library 
privilexes for a few weeks in the early winter. But as a new 
catalogue was contemplated, and as such a catalogue would 
fix the condition of the library for several years, it seemed 
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Wise to bring the books under some systematic classification 
before proceeding with the catalogue. Such a change in the 
arrangement and numbering of the books involved labor— 
more labor than most people are aware of. Labor involves 
time. Under such circumstances, with other work to do, 
much more time was taken than would have been the case if 
consecutive days could have been given to the work. How- 
ever, as work has been done freely which otherwise would 
have cost the town quite a sum, it is presumed that the pub- 
he will be generous-minded in the matter, For part of this 
free labor we are indebted to Mr. D. H. Whipple, the teacher 
of our grammar school. 

What is known as the Dewey system of classification has 
been adopted. In accordance with this system all books of 
like nature are brought together. The novels, for instance, 
instead of being scattered all through the library with other 
books, are by themselves. Also, all novels by the same au- 
thor are together, and so numbered that book by a given 
author, if added hereafter, can be put with books by the same 
author already in the library. So it is with other classes of 
literature. History and travel are so arranged that books on 
a given country are side by side. In biography all books ona 
given individual are together. Books added in the future can 
be put with books on the same subject, no matter how long 
the library exists, or how large may be its growth. 

While the public may fail to see how this arrangement 
affects for the better their use of the library, it still remains 
true that in the end they will be greatly benefited by it. Not 
only that, but the library will be upon a well organized basis 
for future systematic growth. It can be known at a glance 
what is, and what is not, inthe library. A library does not want 
to be amixture of everything, without proportion or balance. 
Its object is to educate and enlighten the people. Consequent- 
ly, it should be so arranged and so equipped as to meet any 
reasonable demand in any given direction. As now arranged, 
every department of knowledge has its place, to be filled, if 
not already occupied, by books on that subject. It is now ex- 
pected that the new catalogue will be issued some time in 
March. 
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